library 


AMPTHILL  URBAN  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

and  the 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor 

for  the 

YEAR  1948 


H.  E.  C.  SUTTON,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.ph.. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

T.  A.  HAWTIN,  m.r.s.i..  m.s.i.a.. 


The  Powage  Press  Lid.,  Aspley  Guise,  Blefchley,  Bucks. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ampthill  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  health,  vital  statistics 
and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Ampthill  Urban  District  for  the  year  1948. 

This  was  a memorable  year  in  the  history  of  the  Health  Services  of  this  Country. 
The  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  came  into  operation  on  5th  July,  1948,  the 
working  of  which  is  being  observed  with  so  much  interest  by  other  countries. 

Through  this  Act,  the  North  West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  assumed 
responsibility  for  providing  hospital  accommodation  including  that  for  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  occurring  in  your  District,  and  the  County  Council  became  the  Authority  for 
diphtheria  immunisation. 

This  year  is  also  of  particular  interest  to  workers  in  the  field  of  Public  Health  as 
it  marks  the  centenary  of  the  appointment  of  the  first  full  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

In  the  year  under  review  the  health,  as  indicated  by  the  various  statistics  for  the 
District,  compared  favourably  with  that  of  recent  years.  There  were  no  cases  of  infan- 
tile paralysis  and  once  again  no  cases  of  diphtheria. 

I welcome  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  officials  of  the  District  and  the  staff 
for  their  helpful  co-operation  and  efficient  service. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  E.  C.  SUTTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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AMPTHILL  URBAN  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  1948 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — H.  E.  C.  Sutton,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Sanitary  Inspector — Thos.  A.  Hawtin,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  Acres  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,904 

Population  Census  1931  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,157 

Population  in  1948  (estimated  Mid  Year)  . . . . . . . . 2,720 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1948  . . . . . . . . 888 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £15,431 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £60/15/0 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Ampthill  Station  is  on  the  main  St.  Pancras — Scottish  line  of  British  Railways, 
45  miles  north  of  London,  and  there  is  also  a good  bus  service  to  Luton  and  Bedford. 
Many  inhabitants  travel  to  work  in  the  factories  of  these  towns,  and  to  the  brickworks  at 
Stewartby  and  Ridgmont.  Others  are  employed  at  a fodder  mill  in  the  town,  and  at 
the  Bovril  and  Ebonite  factories  just  outside  the  town  boundary. 

Farming  and  market  gardening  finds  employment  for  others  within  the  district, 
and  there  was  very  little,  if  any,  unemployment.  The  soil  is  light,  and  the  town  stands 
on  high  ground,  screened  on  the  north  and  east  by  hills  and  trees. 
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The  Town  Football  and  Cricket  Clubs  are  accommodated  in  the  Town’s  Park, 
where  there  are  also  sports  sections  for  the  use  of  school  children.  There  are  a Boys 
Club  Football  Ground,  and  Ampthill  Bowls  Club  rinks  privately  owned  elsewhere  in 
the  Town.  Choral  and  Dramatic  Societies,  Youth  Clubs  and  Scouts  provide  social 
amenities  for  the  various  age  groups. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS. 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

44 

22 

22 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

2 

Total 

47 

23 

24 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

population  is 

17-28. 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  17’9. 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

2 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

2 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  is  40-8. 


DEATHS. 

Total  Male  Female 

Deaths 30  12  18 

giving  a death  rate  of  11.03  per  1,000  of  the  resident  population. 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  10'8 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

(Headings  29  & 30  of  the  Registrar-General’s  Short  List). 

Death  Rate  per  1,0)0 
{live  and  still)  births 

No.  29.  Puerperal  and  Post-abortion  Sepsis  - - 0 0-0 

No.  30.  Other  Puerperal  causes  - - - - 0 0‘0 


0 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY  FOR  ENGLAND  & WALES 


Abortion  with  Sepsis  — 
Abortion  without  Sepsis  — 
Puerperal  Infections  — 

Others  — 


0.1 1 per  1000  (live  and  still)  births. 


0.05  „ 
0.13  „ 
0.73  „ 


yy 


y y 


yy  yy  yy 

yy  yy  yy 

yy  9 y 


yy 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

One  death  occurred  amongst  all  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (legitimate),  giving  a 
death  rate  of  21.27  per  1,000  live  births. 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES. 

M. 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  . . . . . . . . 0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . . . . . . . 1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculous  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Influenza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Measles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis  . . . . . . 0 

Acute  infective  encephalitis  . . . . . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  Buccal  cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M)  . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  Uterus  (F)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . . . . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  Breast  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Diabetes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  lesions  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Heart  Disease  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System..  ..  ..  ..  0 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Ulceration  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . . . . . 0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Appendicitis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Nephritis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis  . . . . . . . . 0 

Other  Maternal  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Premature  Birth  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  injuries  and  infantile  Diseases  0 
Suicide  . . . . - . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Road  Traffic  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Other  Violent  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

All  other  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

4 

6 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 


All  Causes  . . 


12 


18 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 


1.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  laboratory  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  situated  in  the  Town 
Hall,  Luton. 

This  Service  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  acting  for  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  is  free  of  charge  to  the  local  Authority. 

One  of  the  main  functions  of  this  Service  is  to  co-operate  with  General  Practitioners 
and  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and  control  of  infectious 
diseases.  For  these  purposes  the  laboratory  will  undertake  the  examination  of  material, 
e.g.  throat  swabs,  sputa,  faeces,  urine  and  blood  from  any  patient  suspected  to  be  suffering 
from  a communicable  infection,  or  of  being  a carrier.  All  General  Practitioners  in  the 
District  have  been  acquainted  of  these  facilities.  It  is  intended  that  this  Service  shall 
in  the  future  deal  with  all  Public  Health  work  of  this  nature. 

No  examinations  were  made  during  the  year  under  review. 


2.  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  Service  provided  by  the  Bedfordshire  C mnty  Council  has  satisfactorily  met 
the  demands  that  are  occurring.  It  covers  the  full  twenty-four  hours,  and  is  free  of 
charge. 

In  addition  to  moving  emergency  cases,  ambulances  or  sitting-case  car  transport 
is  available  for  carrying  patients  unable  to  travel  by  other  means  to  and  from  Hospitals 
and  Clinics,  at  which  attendance  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  medical 

treatment. 

Except  in  the  case  of  an  emergency,  the  request  for  an  ambulance  must  be  made 
by  a Medical  Practitioner  or  other  Authorised  Person.  This  should  be  to  the  nearest 
depot.  « 

Out-patients  of  Hospitals  using  public  transport  are  re-imbursed  their  travelling 
expenses  by  the  Hospital  Authorities. 

The  Service  now  also  covers  the  removal  to  isolation  hospitals  of  patients  suffering 
from  infectious  disease. 


Depots  are  situated  as  follows  : — 

Ampthill,  Claridges  Lane  . . . . . . Telephone  : Ampthill  2187. 

Woburn  Sands,  The  Woburn  Sands  & District  Ambulance 

Service,  “ Horse  Grove,”  Station  Road.  Telephone  : Woburn  Sands  3107. 
Bedford,  Newnham  Avenue  . . . . . . Telephone  : Bedford  4875. 

Biggleswade,  Crab  Lane  . . . . . . Telephone  : Biggleswade  2295. 

Dunstable,  High  Street  North  . . . . Telephone  : Dunstable  76. 

Luton,  42  Church  Street  . . . . . . Telephone  : Luton  4600. 

Linslade,  Linslade,  Leighton  Buzzard  & Wing  Division 
of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  Headquarters, 

10  New  Road,  Linslade  . . Telephone  : Leighton  Buzzard  3332. 

Rusiiden,  Rushden  & District  Motor  Ambulance  Association, 

Mr.  C.  C.  Woods,  3 Purvis  Road  . . Telephone  : Rushden  403. 
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3.  DOMICILIARY  NURSING  AND  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946,  the  County  Council  became  responsible 
for  the  provision  of  this  Service,  and  from  5th  July,  the  nurses  and  midwives  in  the 
District  became  the  employees  of  the  County  Council. 

Direct  administration  is  by  the  Northern  Divisional  Health  Committee. 

Only  minor  alterations  have  been  necessary  in  the  staff  and  nursing  districts.  The 
nurse  is  qualified  both  in  nursing  and  midwifery,  acting  as  nurse  midwife,  and  has  a 
motor  car. 

No  charge  is  made  to  patients. 

The  nurse  employed  is  : — Nurse  Evans,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 


4.  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


These  are  undertaken  by  the  County  Council. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics  : — 

Ampthill,  St.  George’s  Hospital  Fridays,  2 p.m. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinic  : — 

Men.  Women. 

Bedford  County  Hospital  Monday  to  Friday  (inclusive)  Monday,  Tuesday, 
(Ampthill  Road  Entrance)  4 — 8 p.m.  6.0  p.m. 

Wednesday,  5.0 — 7 p.m. 
Thursday,  6.0  p.m. 
Friday,  3.0 — 5 p.m. 


Medical  Officer  in  attendance  : Wednesdays,  5.0 — 7.0  p.m.,  Fridays,  3.0 — 5.0  p.m. 


Chest  Clinic  : — 

The  new  Clinic  opened  on  27th  November,  1947,  at : — 
St.  Peter’s  Hospital,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford. 

Monday,  10  a.m. — 12  noon.  Contacts  (both  sexes). 

Monday,  2 p.m. — 3.30  p.m.  Pneumothorax  Refills. 

Tuesday,  9.30  a.m. — 11.30  a.m.  Women  and  Children  only. 
Thursday,  9.30  a.m. — 11.30  a.m.  Men  only. 

Friday,  10  a.m. — 11.30  a.m.  Pneumothorax  Refills. 
Consultant  Physician  in  attendance  alternate  Wednesdays. 


5.  HOSPITALS. 

Hospital 

Situation 

Purpose 

No.  of 
Beds 

Medical  Mauaire- 
Staff  ment. 

Isolation  Hospital  - 

- Steppingley 

Infectious  Diseases 

44 

l " 

a> 

Sanatorium 

- - Mogerhanger 

Tuberculosis 

72 

l 

jjl 

102  g 

Beds.  County  Hospital 

--  Bedford 

General  - 

174 

o 

*2  -rs 

St.  Peter’s  Hospital  - 

- Bedford 

General  - 

368 

2 

J 

u 2 ^ 

St.  George’s  Hospital  •- 

- Ampthill 

Chronic  Sick  - 

80 

1 

C.C. 

Children’s  Home  - 

- Kempston 

Children 

45 

1 

c.c, 
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LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

Public  Health  Act  1890.  Parts  i,  ii,  iii. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Part  i. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  Part  i. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Byelaws  and  Regulations. 

Building  Byelaws. 

New  Streets. 

Nuisances  Contrary  to  Public  Decency. 

Telegraph  &c.  Wires. 


SCHOOLS 

The  following  are  situated  in  the  district  : — 

1 . Ampthill  Voluntary  Primary,  Church  of  England. 

Average  number  on  roll  . . . . . . . . 135 

,,  ,,  of  attendances  ..  ..  ..  119 

The  sanitary  conveniences  are  : — for  the  boys,  2 ; for  girls,  2 ; for  infants,  2.  They 
are  on  the  water  carriage  system  and  connected  with  the  public  sewer. 

2.  Methodist  Primary.  This  is  a Methodist  Day  School. 

Average  number  on  the  roll  . . . . . . . . 149 

,,  ,,  of  attendances  ..  ..  ..  135 

Sanitary  conveniences  : — for  the  boys,  3 ; for  girls  and  infants,  5.  They  are  on 
the  water  carriage  system  and  connected  to  the  public  sewer. 

Closures. — It  was  unnecessary  to  close  either  of  the  schools  through  infectious 
diseases. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Ampthill  Urban  District  Water  Works  is  situated  at  Clophill  and  in  part 
supplies  the  Rural  District  as  well  as  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District. 

It  has  a greensand  source,  and  is  obtained  by  pumping  from  three  bore-holes. 
It  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity  during  the  year. 

Before  delivery  to  the  main  the  water  is  treated  for  hardness  with  lime  in  sedimen- 
tation tanks,  after  which  it  is  chlorinated  and  filtered. 

Routine  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  are  made  of  the  raw  water  and 
of  the  treated  water  before  delivery  to  the  mains.  Daily  tests  are  carried  out  for  hardness 
and  residual  chlorine.  At  intervals  of  three  months  bacteriological  examinations  are 
made  of  samples  taken  from  various  points  in  the  area  of  supply,  all  of  which  have  re- 
vealed a satisfactory  standard  of  purity,  i.e.,  no  bacillus  coli  present  in  100  c.c.’s.  Thus, 
as  there  was  no  evidence  of  contamination,  no  action  has  been  necessary  in  this  direction. 

After  treatment  the  water  is  still  hard  to  a moderate  degree.  It  has  no  plumbo- 
solvent  action. 
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Numbe:  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains  887. 

Number  of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains,  2,777. 

(i)  Direct  to  houses,  821  houses. 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes,  66  houses. 

161  yards  of  3 inch  cast-iron  main  was  laid  to  serve  the  new  housing  site  at  Warren 
Road. 


TYPICAL  RESULT 

OF  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  SAMPLE  OF  TREATED  WATER. 


Parts  per  100,000. 

Nitrogen,  Ammoniacal  

,,  Albuminoid 

,,  Nitrous  

,,  Nitric  

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  mins. 

„ „ „ 4 hours 

Hardness,  temporary  

,,  permanent  

Metals 


0.004 

0.002 

None 

0.011 

0.010 

0.017 

13.0 

6.5 

Trace  of  iron. 


2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Works,  situated  in  Abbey  Lane,  have  continued  to  function  satisfactorily. 

The  effluent  is  discharged  into  Running  Waters,  a tributary  of  the  Flitt.  The  renewal 
of  the  central  pillar  of  one  filter  distributor  was  necessary. 

No  extensions  have  been  made  to  the  sewers. 

Houses  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  in  Bedford  Road  and  Station  Road  are  drained 
to  cesspools,  and  could  not  be  sewered  to  the  existing  works  except  by  pumping.  Some 
properties  in  Flitwick  Road,  and  six  houses  in  The  Avenue  could  be  drained  by  branch 
sewers.  The  last  mentioned  extension,  for  which  tenders  had  been  obtained  just  prior 
to  outbreak  of  war,  was  again  carefully  c onsidered,  but  in  view  of  cost  and  other  difficulties 
the  matter  was  adjourned. 

3.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  action  to  check  pollution  was  necessary. 

4.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Ten  lodges  and  agricultural  cottages  have  earth  closets,  being  isolated  with  no 
sewer  available. 

All  other  dwellings  have  water  closets,  the  majority  discharging  into  sewers,  the 
remainder  to  cesspools. 

5.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  from  the  more  populous  part  of  the  town  has 
been  continued,  and  quarterly  visits  made  to  the  properties  on  the  outskirts. 

Formerly  executed  by  contract  with  a pneumatic  tyred  covered  tip-cart,  it  was 
found  that  the  new  tip  on  the  Bedford  Road  Hill  was  not  accessible  by  a horse-drawn 
vehicle,  and  the  work  is  now  done  by  the  contractors’  lorry. 
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6.  SALVAGE. 


During  the  year  there  were  salvaged  and  sold  : — 

T.  C.  Q. 

Paper  14  13  3 

Textiles  . . . . . . 9 3| 


15  3 2| 


This,  like  last  year  shows  an  increase.  The  previous  figures  were  : — 

1946 —  11  tons,  16  cwts. 

1947 —  13  tons,  2 cwts.,  3 qrs. 


7.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Tabular  Statement  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  defects  found  and  remedied  during  the  year 

Premises  with  Defective  and  Insanitary  Closets 
„ „ „ „ „ Drains 

,,  ,,  ,,  Roofs,  Chimneys  and  Spouting 

,,  ,,  ,,  Walls  and  Ceilings  . . 

,,  ,,  ,,  Windows  and  Insufficient  Light  and 

Ventilation 

,,  ,,  ,,  Grates 

„ „ „ Water  Supply 

Dirty  Premises 
Damp  Premises 
Other  Dilapidations 

Premises  with  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation 
Nuisance  from  rats 
Accumulations  of  Offensive  Matter 
Unsound  meat  and  other  foods 
Rooms  Disinfected  for  Scarlet  Fever  . . 

,,  ,,  ,,  Other  diseases  . . 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . 

,,  ,,  Defective  Premises 


6 

14 

11 

6 

2 

3 

30 

1 

12 

6 

1 

1 

1 

14 

3 

3 

79 

96 


8.  SHOPS  AND  PREMISES. 

Shops,  offices,  and  other  workplaces  have  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences. 
Ventilation  and  temperature  were  satisfactory. 

Two  new  sanitary  conveniences  to  offices  were  provided  after  informal  notice. 


9.  CAMPING  SITES. 

(1)  Number  of  sites  used  in  1948  . . . . . . . . . . Nil. 

(2)  ,,  ,,  ,,  in  respect  of  which  licenses  were  issued  . . Nil. 

(3)  Estimated  number  of  campers  at  one  time  during  1948  . . Nil. 
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10.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  was  necessary. 

11.  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 
No  houses  were  found  to  be  infested. 


HOUSING 

The  Council  have  62  pre-war  houses,  and  had  added  25  traditional  houses  and  six 
prefabricated  bungalows.  Six  houses  of  a contract  for  twelve  were  completed  during 
the  year,  bringing  the  total  occupied  Council  Houses  up  to  99. 

In  addition  to  the  remainder  of  this  contract,  twelve  flats  and  twelve  houses  were 
commenced  during  the  year. 

This  leaves  room  for  a further  twenty-five  houses  to  complete  the  lay-out  prepared 
by  Professor  A.  E.  Richardson,  F.S.A.,  F.R.I.B.A.,  on  this  site. 

A points  basis  is  used  for  the  grading  of  applicants  in  which  over-crowding,  lack 
of  a home,  certain  forms  of  ill  health  and  service  with  the  Armed  Forces  are  weighted, 
and  the  allocation  is  made  by  a special  meeting  of  the  full  Council. 

Plans  under  the  Byelaws  have  been  received  for  : — 

68  Houses.  8 Store  Sheds,  &c.  1 Workshop.  1 Conversion  to  House.  6 Drainage. 

1 Loading  Bay.  1 Conversion  to  Shop.  4 Greenhouses.  4 Garages.  3 Conversion 
to  Offices.  2 Additions  to  Houses.  1 Addition  to  Office. 

TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING. 

Thirty-six  applications  for  permission  to  develop,  two  preliminary  enquiries,  and 
one  informal  enquiry  were  received. 

The  Area  Planning  Officer  was  consulted  in  each  case. 

Twenty-three  applications  received  approval,  twelve  permission  for  limited  period, 
one  was  not  approved.  One  preliminary  enquiry  regarding  site  received  approval  and 
one  was  not  approved.  The  informal  enquiry  was  not  proceeded  with. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Of  three  producers,  one  is  licensed  for  T.T.  and  one  Accredited.  There  are  three 
retailers,  two  licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  and  T.T. 

One  Retailer  from  outside  the  district  has  a Supplementary  Licence  to  sell  Pasteurised 
Milk. 

The  premises  on  periodical  inspections  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  following  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 13|  lbs. 
Mutton,  11  lbs.  Liver,  50  lbs.  Bacon,  16  tins  Vegetables,  12  tins  Milk,  9 Tins  Fruit, 
7 Tins  Soup,  5 Tins  Fish,  52  Tins  Meat. 

Butchers  Shops. 

The  four  butchers’  shops  have  been  inspected  periodically  and  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 
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Bakehouses,  etc. 

Inspections  were  made  at  intervals  of  the  two  bakehouses  and  shops. 

Ice  Cream. 

Of  ice  cream  samples  taken,  one  was  in  Grade  4.  Following  this  result,  a sample 
was  taken  of  the  mixture  before  heat  treatment,  one  after  heat  treatment,  and  one  after 
freezing.  In  each  of  these  cases,  a Grade  1 report  was  received. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  Steppingley  Isolation  Hospital  normally  receives  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever,  and  other  diseases  in  an  emergency,  from  your  District. 
During  the  year  under  review  no  cases  were  admitted.  Owing  to  the  shortage  of  staff, 
it  has  been  necessary  to  close  this  Hospital  and  infectious  disease  cases  have  been 
admitted  to  the  Oakley  Isolation  Hospital,  Bedford,  and  to  the  Spittlesea  Isolation 
Hospital,  Luton. 

On  5th  July,  1948,  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946,  the  Hospital  became 
the  property  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  present  policy  of  the  North  West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
which  is  now  the  authority  for  the  admission  to  Hospital  of  patients  suffering  from 
infectious  disease,  is  that  Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles  should  be  admitted  only  where 
it  is  considered  advisable  due  to  the  seriousness  of  the  illness,  or  to  an  unsatisfactory 
home  environment. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Four  cases  were  notified.  Three  were  treated  in  hospital  and  one 
at  home.  All  made  satisfactory  recovery. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — One  case  was  notified. 

Erysipelas. — One  case  was  notified. 

Jaundice. — No  cases  have  been  notified. 

Measles  — There  were  46  cases  notified  as  compared  with  four  in  the  previous  year. 
Infantile  Paralysis.— No  cases  have  been  notified. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis. — No  cases  have  been  notified. 

Whooping  Cough. — No  cases  have  been  notified. 

Pneumonia. — One  case  was  notified. 

Diphtheria. — No  cases  have  been- notified. 


NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  mumps  in  the  town  and  surrounding  district. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
Other  than  Tuberculosis). 


Total  cases  notified 
Removed  to  Hospital 
Total  Deaths 


Cases  under  1 year 
Deaths  under  1 year 
Cases,  1 — 2 years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  2—3  years 
Death'.  ,, 

Cases,  3 — 4 years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  4 — 5 years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  5 — 10  years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  10 — 15  years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  15  -20  years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  20 — 35  years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  35  to  45  years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  45 — 65  years 
Deaths  ,, 

Cases,  65  years  & over 
Deaths,  „ 


46 

2 

3 

4 
4 

10 

20 


>. 


u 


> o 

> u 


? 1 


ARTIFICIAL  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946  on  5th  July  of 
this  year,  the  County  Council  assumed  responsibility  for  the  functioning  of  a scheme 
under  which  facilities  are  available  for  children  of  all  ages  to  obtain  this  important  pre- 
ventive treatment  free  of  charge,  either  from  the  family  doctor  at  his  surgery,  or  from  a 
medical  officer  at  any  of  the  Welfare  Centres  or  schools  within  the  County. 

Table  1 below  gives  the  number  in  age  groups  of  children  who  received  treatment 
during  the  first  half-year. 
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1.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  FOR  THE  SIX  MONTHS  ENDING 

30th  JUNE,  1948. 


Number  of  children  who  completed  a full  course 
of  Primary  Immunisation  in  the  Authority’s  Area 
(including  temporary  residents)  in  the  above  six 
Months. 

Total  number  of  children  who 
were  given  a Secondary  or 
Reinforcing  Injection  (i.e. 
subsequent  to  complete  full 
course). 

Age  at  date  of  Final  Injection. 

Total. 

During  6 months 
ending 

Under  5 

5 to  14 

30th  June,  1948. 

14 

— 

14 

1 

2.  DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  IN  RELATION  TO 

IMMUNISATION. 


For  the  Six  Months  ending  30th  June,  1948. 


Notifications 

Deaths 

Age  at  date  of 
Notification 

Number  of 
cases  noti- 
fied 

No.  of  cases 
included  in 
preceding 
column  in 
which  child 
had  com- 
pleted a full 
course  of  im- 
munisation 

Age  at  date 
of  Death 

Number  of 
Deaths 

No.  of  cases 

included  in 
preceding 
column  in 
which  child 
had  com- 
pleted a full 
course  of  im- 
munisation 

Under  1 

Under  1 

1 

| 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5-9 

5-9 

10-14 

10-14 

Totals 

0 

0 

Totals 

0 

0 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Period. 


Under  1 year 


1 

year 

to  5 years 

5 

years 

to  10  yea: 

10 

>> 

15  „ 

15 

>> 

20  „ 

20 

>> 

25  „ 

25 

35  „ 

35 

45  „ 

45 

n 

55  „ 

55 

>> 

65  „ 

65 

n 

and  over 

Total 


New  Cases. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

i 

0 

i 

0 

o 

Deaths. 


Pulmonary. 


Non- 

Pulmonary. 


M.  ! F. 


M. 


0 0 


All  Tuberculosis  cases  have  been  notified,  therefore  the  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuber- 
culosis Deaths  to  total  Tuberculosis  Deaths  is  nil. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  and  Public 

Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172. 

No  action  was  required  to  be  taken  under  these  Acts. 

CLEANSING  OF  VERMINOUS  PERSONS. 

Scabies. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Borough  of  Bedford,  infected  persons  are  treated  at  the 
Borough  Treatment  Centre,  Commercial  Road,  Bedford,  at  the  cost  of  2/-  per  treatment. 

Where  possible,  arrangements  are  made  for  the  other  members  of  the  household 
to  attend  for  treatment  as  contacts  at  the  same  time  as  the  infected  person  or  persons. 

During  the  year  under  review  no  treatments  were  given. 


CANCER. 

Distribution  of  Males — 

1.  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  0 

2.  Stomach  and  Duodenum  0 

3.  All  other  sites  2 — aged  52,  65. 


Distribution  of  Females — 

1.  Uterus 

2.  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3.  Breast 

4.  All  other  sites 


0 

0 

0 

2— aged  71,  79. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. — No  action  was  required  under  Section  176 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT. 


1.— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

4 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

6 

6 

1 



(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  '(•(ex- 
cluding out-workers’  premises) 

2 

6 

— 

— 

Total 

12 

16 

1 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should 
be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “ cases  ”). 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  [ By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

(ft)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

1 

1 

Total 

" 1 1 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 


OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
listrequired 
by  Sect. 
110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutions 

Wearing  apparel — 
Making,  etc. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

t i.e..  Electrical  Stations  (Section  103  (1)),  Institutions  (Section  104),  and  sites  of  Building 
Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction  (Sections  107  and  108). 


. 


